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In the coming weeks, we will update the NHSN Help System to  

NHSN Links include additional topics and improvements. Some of the new  
 

topics are: NHSN Website 
• How to Create Custom Fields, Events, and Procedures  
• How to Find Surgeons, Users, Events NHS Manual: Patient Safety Component 

Protocols • How to Import Surgeon Data 
 

• How to Edit a User’s Rights DHQP Website
  
We are also adding an improvement to the Search functionality 
that will highlight the search term within a topic selected from 
the Search results (see example below):   

 
 

 
Contact Us 

NHSN@cdc.gov 

 
We understand the need for an Analysis section in the Help 
System and are working to add this section in the near future. 
We continuously strive to improve on the NHSN Help System 
and welcome and appreciate your feedback.  
 
 

 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dhqp/nhsn_members.html
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dhqp/pdf/nhsn/NHSN_Manual_%20Patient_Safety_Protocol102306.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dhqp/pdf/nhsn/NHSN_Manual_%20Patient_Safety_Protocol102306.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dhqp/index.html
mailto:NHSN@cdc.gov


Documenting Training for New Users 
 
When a new user is added to your facility, the NHSN now 
requires that the user enter a training completion date before 
being able to obtain a digital certificate. Training can be 
completed by viewing our archived training sessions at:  
www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dhqp/nhsn_pastTraining.html. We ask that 
before adding a user to your facility, you take steps to ensure 
that the user has completed training. 

 
“Post-procedure” Field Changes 
 
Many of you have contacted us with questions about reporting 
that an event occurred following a procedure (e.g., Why do you 
need this? What is meant by procedure in this context?).  This 
field is analogous to the “Operation: Y/N” field from the NNIS 
system, and is meant to help assess the risk of infection 
following an operative procedure regardless of which module is 
being followed.  We think it is most useful for pneumonia, and 
that is why we include monitoring post-procedure pneumonia 
events in the Procedure-associated Module. 
 
Given the burden of the data collection and reporting on your 
part, and the work on our part needed to map each ICD-9-CM 
procedure code into an NHSN procedure category* (including 
OTH), we’ve decided that the potential juice isn’t worth the 
squeeze!  So, beginning April 1, 2007, we will no longer require 
you to enter “Yes” in the Post-procedure field for BSI, UTI, or 
Custom Events when those events follow an operative 
procedure.  Instead, you may respond “No”.   
 
For PNEU events that follow NHSN operative procedures (except 
those coded OTH), you must still enter “Yes” in the Post-
procedure field, and indicate the NHSN Operative Procedure 
Code and Procedure Date.  Reporting ICD-9-CM Code is still 
optional.    
 
For SSI events, nothing has changed (i.e., you must indicate 
the NHSN Operative Procedure Code and Procedure Date; 
reporting ICD-9-CM Code is still optional). 
   
If you want to link a post-procedure BSI, UTI, or Custom Event 
to an NHSN Operative Procedure that has already been saved in 
NHSN, you can still choose “Post-procedure = Yes”, but you will 
then have to enter the NHSN Operative Procedure Code and the 
Procedure Date.   
 
*See Table 11. NHSN Operative Procedure Categories in the 
NHSN Manual: Patient Safety Component Protocol.  Please note 
that although OTH codes are shown in this table, OTH is not a 
valid value for the NHSN Procedure Code field (see Protocol 
Pointers below). 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dhqp/nhsn_pastTraining.html


 

 
MMWR Hard Copy Distribution 
Discontinued 
 
Because all NHSN users have ready internet access, CDC will no 
longer distribute paper copies of the Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report (MMWR) to former NNIS facilities through the 
mail.  MMWR is available at no charge from the CDC public 
website www.cdc.gov under “Publications and Products” or 
you can access it through the Secure Data Network 
https://sdn.cdc.gov  when you are logging into the NHSN.  It 
is just to the right side of “My Applications” where you usually 
click on “NHSN Reporting” on the Public Health Partners page. 
 
Editing/Deleting Your NHSN Users 
 
In NHSN it is the Facility Administrator’s responsibility to keep 
the facility’s user information current.  If a user leaves or if an 
email address changes, please be sure the Facility Administrator 
makes the appropriate changes by doing the following: 
 
Locate Manage Users on the Nav bar and click on Find User. 
When the Find User screen appears, type in the user’s name.  
When that person’s user screen appears, click on the Edit 
button at the bottom of the screen.  The screen will change to 
edit mode and you can make the appropriate changes.  
To save the changes, click on the Save button at the bottom of 
the screen.  
 
If the person is no longer a user, click on Delete at the bottom 
of the Edit screen.  You will get a message that tells you this 
person has been “deactivated”.  They will still appear in the list 
but have no NHSN privileges.  This will also remove them from 
the NHSN automated email list. 
 
If a user leaves and you do not make these changes, NHSN will 
continue to send them emails and we will get a “bounce back” 
message that the email was unsuccessful.  At the present time, 
we’re trying to follow up on these messages, but in the future, 
when we have many more participants, this will not be possible. 
 
Thanks for your help. 
 
 
 

Protocol Pointers 
 

• If your facility performs combined heart/lung 
transplants, these procedures should not be included 
in your NHSN surveillance for the operative 
procedure HTP (Heart Transplant).  The ICD-9-CM 
code for a heart/lung transplant is 33.6, which is not 

http://www.cdc.gov/
https://sdn.cdc.gov/


included in the HTP category.  You can, of course, 
monitor heart/lung transplant procedures by creating 
a Custom Procedure in NHSN. 

• OTH procedures are not included in NHSN. The NHSN 
operative procedure categories are groups of clinically 
similar operative procedures.  The purpose of the 
categories is to make it possible to compare SSI rates in 
groups of patients that have similar procedures.  The 
codes in the group "OTH" were procedures that are not 
related for the most part, are infrequently performed, 
and/or that have a very low risk of infections.  As we 
indicated in early training sessions, because comparative 
data for these codes will not be generated, NHSN has 
eliminated OTH as an eligible NHSN procedure code in 
the application. Facilities that wish to monitor some, or 
all of these procedures, can still do so by creating one or 
more custom procedures (e.g., OTHER, MISC, OCVS, 
etc). Data on these custom procedures can be entered in 
the usual manner, with risk factors, etc., but these 
custom procedures cannot be included in your Monthly 
Reporting Plan (i.e., they are not “protocol procedures” 
and no credit will be given for monitoring them).       
Although the OTH codes still appear in the NHSN 
Manual: Patient Safety Component Protocol in Table 11, 
they will be removed in the next version. 

 

Analysis Reminders 
• Don’t forget to Generate Datasets each time before 

you try to run Output Options if you have added 
data since the date on the Generate Datasets 
screen.  If you forget, you may have entered 
important data that will not be included in your 
output! 

• In order for your analysis output to show up on your 
screen, you must allow pop-ups in the NHSN 
application. 

 
NHSN Staff Change 
 
The NHSN Team would like to announce that Joy Goulding has 
transitioned to another position at CDC.  We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Joy for her service and support to 
NHSN and to introduce you to Carlasha Jenkins.  Carlasha 
comes to the NHSN Support Desk with a background in IT and 
customer support.  We hope you will join us in welcoming her to 
the NHSN Team.   
 
Carlasha can be reached at the NHSN Support Desk by email, 
NHSN@cdc.gov or telephone 800-893-0485; you may contact 
her directly by email at CJenkins2@cdc.gov or telephone 404-
639-4225.  
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NHSN Statistics – March 2007 
Facilities reporting in NHSN 448 
Monthly Reporting Plans 6,679 
Patients entered 230,895 
Summary Data Records 12,064 
Events   

BSI 10,144 
PNEU 5,519 

SSI 8,849 
UTI 8,394 
DI 5,722 

Procedures 219,287 
Facilities importing OR records 31 
Output (Rates, graphs, etc.) generated 37,663 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 


